Fo ee Fe Pad 


I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 


Matt. 5 —— By 
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| coos Success that attexwerd crowned més. minis 
freee 


‘ 1 minis try lasted through so short a period and seemed to end with his 


y,though that 


ey death in A fa 1 lure, is often looked upon as an inexplicable 
a” 


mys tery only to be accounted for on the ground that he was on 
wee | bor @ 

earth, choc ing to suffer defeat in the eyes of men. 
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Bi for the most part a mystery, when al l is said ; but it is not aim 
Att Veen™ 

Denn Jt is ae in history too large,and too 

— The 


N hé@peless ly dark. 
5 ö secret of all existence, to be fully 

J ea: yet there are explanations which take us at least a lit- 
“tle way into the wonder of it, and help us to feel that it woulda 


ve perfectly natural in our sight ,if we knew all the law of our 
spiritual being. 

Ron-exempte—; Though the method chosen by Christ for +m 
carrying out we his n widely different from any ve 


should select,if we wished to found a great A world-sztde movement, 


ed in him the rarest intelligence and skill. If he poured out his 
1 
words up on the empty air, and made not the slightest provision for 


00 11terary record of what he said and did „no doubt it was because 


* Stamp himself and something of his message , with ine acable 
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We must acknowledge 1 the triumph of his cause remains Hy 


vet further thought shows us that he had a method, and one that evinc— 


saw that every such record must per 18h 1 First of a) is was 
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This sure ins ight of his for the real sources of permanence 


u 


Un power taught him a certain attitude toward the religious past of 
his own people, and enabled him to fasten his 
upon the immost heart of that people's spiritual life. Had he thought” 
of nume lr, Mat many reformers a appear to # think, that he was the 
first to — or en we bortatn truth about the divine life; had 
Pole _atrotd 

he treated the time before ### as one long unbroken night of dark- 
ness, and spoken contemptuously of the prophets who preceded him; 
humenly speaking it is very plain that Christianity would have died 
on the spot of its origin. 

The way in which Jesus claimed to be,and to eulril the proph- 


ec ies about, that Mess iah,for mam Israel was still looking with e 


„„ AN Arh ahh fork. . ; 
eager hope, 1 almost as much amazement for his 
pro dirfnd „ ~ TT dhe N Ave Thal ee eee, 


Critics 


of none too keen vision have thought that he began to teach with no 
idea or bent 1m of claiming this high pos it jon, and that motives 
not altogether to his cre@it or his adventage afterward led him to 
profess to be that umointed one“, mom Prophets had foretold. 

Let us consider the question for a moment. Jesus of Naza- 
reth would certainly have been less than a good and devout Jew,if he 
had not seen the guiding hand of God in the history of his Nation, 
He must have believed fully that God had spoken through the mouth 
of the Hebrew Prophets,and that the expectation of a coming Messiah 
was something which God hod put into their minds. 

But 1t is also plain from the whole character of his teaching 
that he would take neither the letter of ser ipture, W. the popular 
unders ta e @ me as ure of the meaning and purpose which God had 
1 hidden in ancient oracles. What was said by them of olden ving 2 


lways treated with entire respect ; but none the less clear and 
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mmo 10 was his M declaration, „Per unt o you," AS to xa 
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coarse and dreem of political splendor which so much 


nis could no more have held that to be a proper exposition of the 
words of Holy Writ, than it could have regarded Pharisaic pride as 
the perfect fruit of the Mosaic lav. 
wes, Whatever the language of the Prophets might seem to 
say,and whatéver the people about him might understand them to mean, 
N he would ask of his own heart the question, "What was God's purpose 
in turning the eyes of the Nation forward to His agent and messenger 
yet to come 55 looking for a divine intent W underneath the in 
perfect speech and the rude imaginings of men, he _— only find it 
in the thought of Such a kingdom of the Spirit as ie, atone to establish. 
mis , ve must therefore believe,was to him God's purpose, and 
7 tin this sense he was gods Annointea. If we Overlook or make light 
of that aby conviction in nis soul, ve miss the very keynote of his 
life. We read in every word that he spoke how much it was part of 
his inmost consciousness that God had sent him into the world for 
7 the fulfilment of a mighty design. How otherwise should that design 
have shaped itself in his thought,if not as a spiritual 1zen form of 
the hope upon which the patriotism and the religious zeal of the na- 


tional life were based ? 


LB Hie way in which he used this Messiannic 


bry N he 
expectation appear to the very Stamp of his Supreme genius. Not 


that it was with him a matter of calculation ! His was not a mind, 
that worked by deliberate summing up of the chances and probabilities 


pefore him, mat he did was out of that rare insight which directs ° 


‘a> 


ecis ion of instinct. He felt that here was the heart of 
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“sl . matter. Without God in the world he could have Seen no 
Fis — e of good,and God had taught his people to look for a Messi- 
ah 3 prepare the way for a coming kingdom of spiritual righteous- 
ness, The consciousness that He bore heaven's own commission $0 i= 
ig) Sanat: to that a dite end filled 411 his be ing; e baer 
ret — Nhe 3 


r 4. f 
is bold enough to call this a delusion on 


his part e 

Now we can at least see in explanation of the triumph won 
by mim, that conceiving of himself as having come not So much to de- 
Stroy an existing order as to ss the inmost promise, and, com- 
plete the highest life,of what had been before his time,he was there = 
by enabled to put his Gospel,as it were into the main current of the 

world's = mere alone it could be taken up and borne at 
last to all quarters of the earth. 

A different person,playing a political game,would have aim- 
ed at popular support by conforming to the popular ideal ; and he 
would have met the final defeat which the plans of every such pre- 
tenden e tala Had he been of still another stamp of 
mind, vould have turned away from the popular thought altogether, 
deeming it hes duty as an honest teacher to denounce that conception 
for its manifest absurdities. In this case,probably,he would have 
gained no hold during his short public career upon the natural spir- 
itual affections} of his people,and could not have proven the means 
by which the results of their special line of development were car- 


ried over to the life of mankind. 


Being what he was,his perfectly clear sight discerned the 


better way. In reverent care for what God had been doing in the 
: world, he looked for and siezed upon that thread of a divine purpose 


which he found binding the ages together. In perfect fearlessness 5 
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me ee Ae Ur ' . ch 1 his own soul 
of men,he gave that purpose the interpretation whic a 
8 Gre . Co 


. fac ing che almost universal scorn and contempt of his coun- 
‘a oo 


‘A 
the heart of the old piety to fairly launch #ie—new-brothertioot—of 


n end thus won for his cause enough of wii impetus that was in 


1 wvuvpon the broad tide of the world’s life. 

| There is, in this most important and instructive 
lesson,applicable to all places and all times, For it is the busi- 
ness of every man according to his degree,as a servant of truth and 
richt, not to destroy but to fulfil ; to try to See what i the real 


meaning of that which life has attempted to build in the past, and , 


Oten bey 


Zary antagomisms ; but to behold nothing more than these conflicts 


: 
to carry that central meaning to lerger expression in the ° 
The world is full of inevitable, perhaps we may Say of neces- 
of opposing interests and opinions,and to look upon human existence 
es 17 it consisted only in a ceaseless fight between God and Satan, 
i is certainly to forfeit all chance of winning mental serenity, Se 
and probably spoils a Sse deal of what might otherwise be 
W. 
vor useful effort. 

It seem plain that many people do live,in practical effect, 
as if the world were ruled for the most part by an evil deity ; who 
had been the main strength and support of the great institutions of 

the past . 5222 lurked behind every remnant of venerable custom 
and tradition waiting for a chance to enslave mankind once more,if 
the few friends of Liberty und right should be at any moment negli- 
gent of their trust, 


comes; about Bhat aes . - ot pubis is 


ruction needing to ve do e. The ground 
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The motto of one kind of reforming enterprise might be writ- 


Slightly more lurid 


d which 6 y carry 


ten, "Take no thoughtror what is to be, only get rid of what has been, 
and is : And the only conceivable pretext for this mad impulse to 
des troy Nihilism has frankly taken. It is denial of 1 . 
which shapes our ends, rough hew them how we will", It a huge ex- 
aggerat ion of whatever has been amiss in the lives of efi earlier 
generations ; a most sorry underestimate of the value of their Se. 
achievments, as the foundation on which ye Stems 1 Wan un- 
discerning assumption that the ir vas sheer wickedness 

and wrong. 

N Now in opposition to a11 the shadows that fill up the back- 
ground of this narrow sight,it may be asserted that 11fe, in A every 


even” 


age, 18 s heelth,and that everywhere weakness Sasse; that so far 


as men are strong they have strength only from the good that is in 


them,a good that bears rule as by divine right till a better and a 


stronger Shall arise to take its place. 


Even if it be the case of a band of g thieves which has fas- 


tened itself upon the sage A of one of our modern 3 


band is strong only because it alive Se 
pan a Service of worth to the amm Deen 


Me ant ime, in presence of an awakened conscience, evil is almost 


8 * 
a * * and a8 an driven 88 Aid ing places as angels are 
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4 to have banished guilty man fpom from his original earthly 


"paradise There is Pee pero force entering into the life of the 
1 25 A. N ile 


world, There is,at 3 a lower type of life ,penéectiy—eoed 
fee CPt Sere the ola go ch in 8 the law of its be- 
ue erows as hard as it can against the better life that appears to 
take its place, This must be put down,as men have to kill neeebe.. 
an be art | 
Snakes—and tigers, ; but it adds nothing to our sense of the ne- 
cessity 2 this course to imagine that such foes to our well-being 
—— 

are the creat lens - an evil spirit. 
We constantly hear that Satan has become no more than a 
myth. Why then, should people whose thought has been emancipated Semr 
from fear of his kingdom, st 11 live as if all the good that is in the 
world were protected from the evil , as some fertile fields are 
protected from thé 04 a frail and narrow dyke; and stand in daily 
terror of — breach in these fragile walls which will expose them 
to total ruin? 

Surely this is but the remnant of an ancient supers tition, 
In places, , sacred interests stand in jeopardy from threaten- 


ed encroachments of ignorance and wrone ; for long ages now,what 


is best in the life of men nn has been like a strong continent „11 ted 


1 


1 
pow 
high above the reach,even of those tidal - waves of brutish influence. 


which Sometimes submerge lower dwelling places ; and to doubt this 
a — ee doubt the whole work and power of the Almighty. 
> we go back into the life of the past we are everywhere 
| face to face with a wonderful and mysterious Builder j who in 211 
ages has whispered secret hopes to the human heart ; has inspired 2H 
tn ane labors which have only found their reward in the e 


good of ; and hes used such will and wisdom as humanity pos sesse . 


_ to produce results of which men have scarcely dreamed. 
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net her yo not we have anything of the ins aut of Christ to 18 


cern what the purpose of God has been akne ideals and beliefs that 
have ruled the life of the past,it is,at all events ,right for us to 
believe that the divine meaning is there; that if a doctring has 
stood for many generations in Christian thioughit 18 wes not because 
the cunning of priests was able to foist that dogma upon the vor 145 
feebler intelligence,but because God hirgerf was planting in the hu- 
man mind, amid whatever perishable delusions,some seed of heavenly 
truth. 

me Have no wor 1d, in any proper sense; order is but a name, and 
law a useless word, if nothing but selfish impos ture is to be held 
responsible for what the masses of men have thought and felt, con- 
cerning the highest relations of their be ing. If we may say of ca- 
thedra is and great works o = art, that 

"Out of thought's interior sphere 
"These wonders rose to upper air;" 
then equally the ruling beliefs of men have grown out 3 
neart, and have their place in that wise economy of nature which ve 
are at last beginning. to explore and appreciate in the outward world, 1 
If we could read aright the whole history of mina ,f doubt 

et we should find eo-Sauage nite-but—Hedd sometiere at the et of 
an upward reaching aspiration ; and Seeing that germ of a heaven- 
1g quality in its true relations to the spiritual humanity which Goa 
is building, it would assume such vast Significance that all the gro- 
tes que features which ignorance had added,and all the thralldom in 


which the strong once bound the weak,would seem but trivial incidents 


of the mighty creation there begun. 
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The speech of men has been imperfect ; their better thoughts 
have been mingled with unreal fancieS,and with the many exaggera- 
tions which vasSionate controversy has engendered, But in all gen- 
uine religious life,though it could find but Stammering expression, 
there has been something of an everlasting Gopeljthe ever fresh ti- 
dings of endless hope,and love and peace, (iat a1lso,if we are able 


to assign any reason for our existence,we live to proclaim in the 


~ 


speech of our own day,and if possible with new wealth of illustratio». 


In Christian thought the wor id now waits for an expo- 
Sition of the great doctrines of the church, which will set forth the 
Sublime truths and in ights they contain in such manner as to In- 
Spire once more the common heart. Mere criticism of the faults and 
inadequacies of ancient statements of these doctrines has become 
too cheap and commonplace to deserve serious notice. For any other 
than the showman's purpose of furnishing amusement to an idle crowd, 

hao Geer 

that kind of criticismSeens) uttefly useless. 

NO person capable of contributing one single atom of force 
to the world’s advance now suppo es that we have received from our 
fathers the form of Sound doctrine in a perfect state. But equal- 
ly no person of true discernment will turn away from the great ideas 
of religious history as if they ware mly errors to be outgrow, He 
will See that here is the beginning at leaSt of Some understanding 
of momentous laws of spiritual life,and that nothing now counts to- 
ward a better future Save a clearer and stronger grasp upon those 
principles and conditions which the masters of the life of the soul 


have always taught. 


The task of acquirg ing and imparting this larger view is 
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difficult ; perhaps indeed no other can compare with it for the se- 
Verity of its demands. To approach the central problems of our exis- 
tence iS like climbing a high mountain, where the dense air melts 
away toward the purity of celestial Spaces till respiration can only 
support itself by labored breaths. It is difficult ; but not impos- 
sible for those who will cast away their love of controversy to Seek 
with honest minds and open vision whatsoever is pure, and peaceable 
and true. 

Even now we seem to be standing close to a time when new 
proclamation of the old veritieS will be made with such power, that 
it will be like a second coming and promulgation of the Gospel of 
Christ, Though the casual listener may hear little in the noises of 
the day Save a continuance of the old strife of creeds,yet he who 
keepS hinBelf informed of, and in touch with the beSt utterances now 
finding expreSsion in every part of Christendom,must feel that al- 
most a new reading of the courses of the stars in our firmament of 
thought has been attainet,which will open a wonderful era in the re- 
ligious growth of mankind. 

It is not that our old heaven is to be done away ; but, 
with larger knowledge what has Seemed to men Special, ear, and 
particular and miraculous,is broadening into the lines of an all- 
comprehending order; aS perfect and complete throughout spiritual 
realm as is that balance of the SphereS which compels the astrono- 


mer to worship before the vor of God in devout awe and adoration, 
Not as if we had already attained ; but we press forward 
do reach what is now distinctly within the measure of a clear pro- 


phetic Sight. There is a day before us when men shall speak of the 
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"forgiveness of Sins,the communion of Saints,and the life ever las t- 
ing, and touch deeper notes in the common life of humanity than has 
been reached hitherto; a day when the song of trust and triumph that 
filled the heart of him who trod the winepress alone will become 
the world's great chorus of a redeemed and puri ied 8 
All this is decreed because the kingdom of heaven 18, as 
Christ has taught us, like a grain of mustard seed, and must have iis 
fulfilment in the spreading tree,however léng the period of its 
b growth may be. Life iS an unfolding of inward C et- 
promises to outward fruition,and the final ripening of what God 
himself hath planted cannot be for a moment in question, 
Each one of us, as Separate souls may have our dicivline 
to undergo and our temptations to overcome ; but the creat work of 
God must Surely go forward, His word will not return unto him void, 
and clinging fast to whatever our hearts can teach us of his pur- 
poses ,we Shall be led, as all his children have been led, to greater 


things than we know how to ask, 


